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Overview of the study
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Stages and objectives

Specific benchmark related to GPP and IP at European and national level 

• Policies 

• Projects ongoing

• Organizations involved 

• Interview of stakeholders

Analysis of practices and needs

Key obstacles and opportunities for the use of ETV in GPP and IP

Development of recommendations for the effective use of ETV in GPP and IP

Practical guide for the use of ETV in GPP and IP
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Key obstacles and opportunities 
for the use of ETV in GPP and IP
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ETV technology areas vs EU GPP areas 

• GPP mostly addresses " consumption 

products”

• Environmental technologies covered 

by the 7 EU ETV technology areas are 

already addressed in the EU GPP 

criteria

• Water and wastewater GPP guidance 

is available
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Key obstacles

• GPP is not mandatory among the LIFEproETV focus countries, excepted in Italy

• General lack of experience, skills and good practices in the use of GPP (problems with 

implementing/defining green criteria, limited use of flexible procedures)

• GPP mostly addresses " consumption products”

• Lack of a common definition of environmental technology e.g. as provided in ISO 14034 adopted in 

EU regulations, in GPP and GVP. 

• Status of environmental technologies (processes, products or services) may be difficult to determine 

in procurement terminology: environmental technologies may fall either under the category of goods or 

services or construction works 

• The competitive advantage of ETV is unclear and not reflected in the EU GPP guidelines yet, very 

limited experience and evidence to demonstrate the use of ETV in GPP

• IP requires extensive knowledge, skills and competences of procurers to make decisions/choices at 

multistage procurement processes e.g. in innovation partnerships, limited track record of procuring 

innovative environmental technologies
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Key opportunities

• GPP represents a strong buying power in Europe, GPP and IP will become more prominent as 

policy tool to support EU Green Deal objectives

• Almost all sets of EU GPP criteria refer in part to environmental aspects of technologies requiring 

verification by means of independent body’s certificate

• The definition of environmental technology according to the ETV standard ISO 14034 is fully 

compatible with the definition provided for GPP as both focus on reduced environmental 

impact. It allows technologies to fall under one or more subjects of green procurement i.e. goods, 

services, construction works 

• Potential link between GPP and the criteria of Green Taxonomy/sustainable financing 
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Key opportunities – legal aspects

• EU ETV verification body fulfil the definition of a “conformity assessment body” in accordance with 

Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament 

• EU ETV Verification report may be considered in GPP and IP as equivalent to test reports from a 

conformity assessment

• EU ETV Statements of Verification meet the criteria of third party certificates of an ‘conformity 

assessment body’, and thus may serve as means of proof with technical/environmental 

specifications in public tenders 

• EU ETV Statement of Verification can be used as an equivalent to ecolabels (multi-criteria analysis, 

compliance checks by independent qualified certifiers, Life-Cycle Approach) as means of proof, in 

particular to Ecolabels Type I, awarded by independent third parties

• EU ETV scheme can be used to check the conformity of performance to the specifications, both 

technical and environmental
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